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IN THE CLAIMS 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 

Listing of Claims : 

1 .(Currently Amended) A recording method for recording a user d ata stream on a 
dual layer recordable disk having a first layer and a second layer, the method comprising 
an act of performing an Optimum Power Control (OPC) procedure for determining an actual 
optimum writing power, said Optimum Power Control procedure being performed in variably 
located OPC-areas on the disk that are variably located on the first layer and the second 
layer, at least one of the variably located OPC-areas is positioned on the first or second 
layer and located relatively close to a radius where the user d ata stream switches from the 
first layer to the second laye r, wherein a first user data area extends from a lead-in zone of 
the first laver to a radius R1 of the of the first laver. and a first middle zone and a second 
user data area extends bevond radius R1 of the first laver. and a third user data area 
extends from a lead out zone to a second radius R2 in the second laver. and a second 
middle zone and a fourth user data area extends beyond radius R2. wherein approximately 
half of the user data stream is written to each of the first and third user data areas, and 
substantially none of the user data stream is written to the second and fourth user data 
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areas, and at least one OPC-area is in at least one of the first middle zone and the second 
middle zone . 

2.(Currently Amended) The recording method as claimed in claim 1, wherein a 
location of the at least one of the variably located OPC-areas depends on the-an amount of 
informat i on t he user data stream t o be recorded on the disk. 

Claim 3 (Canceled) 

4. (Previously Presented) The recording method as claimed in claim 1, comprising a 
further step of performing a further Optimum Power Control (OPC) procedure, said further 
Optimum Power Control procedure being performed in a further OPC-area located at a 
fixed position on at least one of the layers of the dual layer disk and reserved for use by the 
further Optimum Power Control procedure. 

5. (Previously Presented) The recording method as claimed in claim 4, wherein the 
further Optimum Power Control procedure is performed in a first fixed OPC-area located on 
the first layer and in a second fixed OPC-area located on the second layer. 

6. (Currently Amended) A recording device for recording a user d ata stream on a 
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dual layer recordable disk having a first layer and a second layer, the device comprising: 

means for performing an Optimum Power Control (OPC) procedure for determining 
an actual optimum writing power, said Optimum Power Control procedure being performed 
in variably located OPC-areas on the disk that are variably located on the first layer and the 
second layer, at least one of the variably located OPC-areas is positioned on the second 
layer and located relatively close to a radius where the user data stream switches from the 
first layer to the second laver; and 

means for writing the user data stream on the dual layer disG -dlsk using the 
determined optimum writing power^ 

wherein a first user data area extends from a lead-in zone of the first laver to a 
radius R1 of the of the first layer, and a first middle zone and a second user data area 
extends bevond radius R1 of the first laver. and a third user data area extends from a lead 
out zone to a second radius R2 in the second laver. and a second middle zone and a fourth 
user data area extends bevond radius R2, wherein approximately half of the user data 
stream is written to each of the first and third user data areas, and substantially none of the 
user data stream is written to the second and fourth user data areas, and at least one OPC- 
area is in at least one of the first middle zone and the second middle zone . 

Claims 7-20 (Canceled) 
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21 .(Currently Amended) A recording method for recording a user data stream on a 
dual layer recordable disk having a first layer and a second layer, a lead-in zone, a user 
data area for recording user data and a lead-out zone, the method comprising an act of 
performing an Optimum Power Control (OPC) procedure for determining an actual optimum 
writing power, said Optimum Power Control procedure being performed in an OPC-area in 
a middle zone that separates the user data area into a first user data area and a second 
user data area . the-a_location of the npc nroa in tho data area middle zone depending on 
an amount of data in the user data stream to be written on the-disc disk, wherein the first 
user data area extends from the lead-in zone of the first laver to the m iddle zone, and the 
second user data area extends bevond the middle zone to a remainder o f the first layer. 
and wherein approximately half of the user data stream is written to e ach of the first and 
third user data areas, and substantially none of the user data stream is written to the 
second and fourth user data areas . 

22.( Currently Amended) A recording device for recording a user data stream on a 
dual layer recordable disk having a first layer and a second layer, a lead-in zone, a user 
data area for recording user data and a lead-out zone, the device comprising: 

means for performing an Optimum Power Control (OPC) procedure for determining 
an actual optimum writing power, said Optimum Power Control procedure being performed 
in an OPC-area in thn dntn n r n n, th o l ocat i on of tho OPC ar e a i n a middle zone that 
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separates the user data area into a first user data area and a second user data area, a 
location of the middle zone depending on an amount of data in the user data stream to be 
written on the-^46 e disk : 

means for writing the user data stream on the dual layer dfee ^lisk using the 
determined optimum writing power, 

wherein the first user data area extends from the lead-in zone of the first layer to the 
middle zone, and the second user data area extends beyond the middle zone to a 
remainder of the first layer, and substantially none of the user data stream is written to the 
second user data area . 

23. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 wherein the information user data 
stream t o be recorded is substantially equally diyided between the first layer and the 
second layer. 

24. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 wherein the f i rst l ayor contains a 
flrr.t dnta nroa contain i ng approximate l y ha l f tho data str e am and a f irst and second middle 
afea -areas t hat contains none of the user data stream, and th e second l ayer contains a 
s e cond data ar e a conta i n i ng th e balanc e of th e data str e am, and a s e cond m i ddl e ar e a 
conta i n i ng none of the data str e am, and the first and second middle areas are 
approximately equal in size and approximately coextensiye, and the first and second t hird 
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user d ata areas are approximately equal in size and approximately coextensive. 

25.(Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 wherein the disG -disk has a data 
size and the userdata stream has a data size that is substantially less than the data size of 
the dise -disk and the difference in the data size of the user data stream and the data size of 
the d4S€ -disk results In unused data area of the-dis Gdisk . and the unused data area is 
divided approximately equally between a first unus e d t he second user data area of the first 
layer and a sooond unus e d t he fourth user data area of the second layer, and the unus e d 
second user data area of the first layer is approximately coextensive with the ufwjsed-fourth 
user d ata area of the second layer. 

Claim 26 (Canceled) 

27. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 wherein th o d i sk compr i s e s: 

a load in zono, a f i st data zono, and a first middle zon o in a first layor; and 

a cocond midd l e zono, a sooond data zone, and a le ad out zone i n a second l ayer; 

whcr oi n th o d i sk is a writ e once disc, and a data size of the stefed -user data stream 
stored on the dual laver recordable disk is variabl e b o tw o on disks , and the-a_size and 
location of the lead-out area is independent of the data size of tho stored data stream . 
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28. (Currently Amended) A recording method for recording a user data stream on a 
dual layer recordable-dis6.dlsk, the cfee -disk having a first layer with a lead-in zone and a 
first user data zone and a second layer with a second user data zone and a lead out area, 
the method comprising performing an Optimum Power Control (OPC) procedure for 
determining an actual optimum writing power, said Optimum Power Control procedure 
being performed in an OPC-area on the-dis e disk , wherein the Optimum Power Control 
procedure is performed in an OPC-area variably located on at least one of the layers of the 
dtjel -dual laver-ctis e disk , and wherein the OPC-area is in tho first or sooond data zones and 
niitr . irin nf thn ar e n to b e r e cord e d with th e data str e am a middle zone , the user data 
stream being written in portions of the first and second data zones using the determined 
optimum write powe r, the middle zone separating one of the first user data zone and the 
second user data zone into two areas including a third user data zone, wherein 
substantiallv none of the user data stream is written to the third user data zone . 

29. ( Currently Amended) A recording device for recording a user data stream on a 
dual layer recordable-dis e disk , the djee <lisk having a first layer with a lead-in zone and a 
first user data zone and a second layer with a second user data zone and a lead out area, 
the device comprising: 

means for performing an Optimum Power Control (OPC) procedure for detemiining 
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an actual optimum writing power, said Optimum Power Control procedure being performed 
in an OPC-area on the-die G disk , wherein the Optimum Power Control procedure is 
performed in an OPC-area variably located on at least one of the layers of the d«el-dual 
layer-dis e disk , and wherein the OPC-area is in tho first or oocond data zones and outside 
nf thn nr p -n tn hn rannrdnd w i th tho data str e am a middle zone : and 

means for writing the user data stream in portions of the first and second data zones 
on the dual layer dfeo ^lisk using the determined optimum writing power^ 

wherein the middle zone separates one of the first user data z one and the second 
user data zone into two areas including a third user data zone, wherein substantially none 
of the user data stream is written to the third user data zone . 



NL030845US1-aaf-1 0-1 5-1 0 



9 



